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devoted to a visit to the Carnegie Library in Dundrum; every Thursday to Tuesday night to reading the
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six or seven years of age, | wanted nothing more from life but to be Bobby Brewster.

Ten years later and | was living in Cambridge, the summer of my Leaving Cert. Working in a betting shop

by day, a hotel by night, trying to save some money, have some fun. Living away from home for the first

time. | read The Cider House Rulgslohn Irvind . (G KS ad2N®R 2F GKS 062@ 6K2 0
summer was a hot one, and when the story opened out on to the apple orchards of Maine, | wanted to

be there too, picking apples, making cider, living in the cider house, breaking those rules. No author has

influenced me as much as John Irving. The depth of his characterisations, the breadth of his epic stories;
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| write in a study lined with bookshelves and looking around for the novels that have influenced me the

most makes me wish | had more pages to devote to it. The ones | value the most are those that have led

me in unexpected directions. Anything by Alexandre Dumas, whose work appeals to my sense of
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novels, which | read as a teenager; they introduced me to my favourite anti-hero in fiction in Tom Ripley.
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of multi-layered plots, mixing wild and extraordinary characters with a storyline echoing Kind Hearts and
Coronets The stories of Tobias Wolff, which | always keep close at hand and dip into whenever my

creative energies or emotional spirits are low; each one is a challenge to any story writer to write better

fiction. He is a writer of profound intelligence and depth; his Old Schoois a novel about young writers
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My first passion was for books, for the art of good story-telling that would keep me awake at night,
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