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Trips to literary festivals in Hay-on-Wye and Edinburgh, and a holiday in West Cork - including a cookery 

course at Ballymaloe - constitute something of a working summer for me, but my bag will contain a few 

choice books to enjƻȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ !ƴƴŜ ¢ȅƭŜǊΩǎ Digging To America for 

months but L ŘŀǊŜǎŀȅ LΩƭƭ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŘŀȅǎΤ ƘŜǊ ƴƻǾŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǳƴǇǳǘŘƻǿƴŀōƭŜΦ aƻƴƛŎŀ !ƭƛ follows 

Brick Lane with Alentejo Blue; second novels are always tocuh-and-go but I suspect this will be one of 

the good onesΦ [ŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ YŀǘŜ !ǘƪƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ One Good Turn picks up the character of private 

investigator Jackson Brodie, introduced to such great effect in Case Histories. !ƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ 

back in time ŦƻǊ wƻōŜǊǘ IŀǊǊƛǎΩ Imperium, his second novel to be set in Roman times, following his recent 

Pompeii. And for some non-ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴΣ LΩƳ ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ The Man Who Knew Too Much, David 

[ŜŀǾƛǘǘΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ !ƭŀƴ ¢ǳǊƛƴƎΣ ƻŦ .ƭŜǘŎƘƭŜȅ tŀǊk and Enigma Code fame. 


