DONATIONS

by John Boyne

People say that my mother is a fine looking woman for sixty-2 Yy S® | SNJ A1 Ay KI ;
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Lucy says that men, older men that is, look at my mother when she walks down the street,
sprightly, without limping, not a zimmer frame in sight. By rights this should make me proud, but
Al R2SayQio LG 0620KSNA YS® ¢KA&A A& Y& Y2UGKSNJ I
licking the chapped lips framing their dentures and remembering when they would have winked
at her and held her in dancehalls and kissed her as they walked home, wondering what now,
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world itself.
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humiliation is poured upon trailer trash from Hicksville. Where big-haired women lash out and
threaten to castrate the pot-bellied, beardeddz3f A Sa ¢6K2 Q@S SFG GKSY F2NJ
only to forgive them forty minutes later and reveal their pregnancies to their hairy lotharios,
promising to change. Gimme another chance, honeyey say, blubbering now, like New Men.
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moment, unable to utter the word, which is a thrill, but finally manages to spit it out, along with
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Saturday so | can be there for Lucy. She has to go in every couple of days though. Check-ups and
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of my concern, as if | am not lying awake every night crying silently while Lucy sleeps.
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friends call me Billy. Lucy calls me Bill.
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her in for the price of a new hat.
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if that has anything to do with anything; as if the fact of my horrific age change relates to Lucy,
the clinic or 1.
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that | have heard many times before.
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would have lived, had he not dug that razor blade into his throat as he went down. If only one of
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She disappears off into a galaxy far, far away and | have a moment or two for thought.
My mother was alone that morning too, alone in a hospital, probably having the 1960s version
of an amniocentesis which, for all | know, could have been an amniocentesis. Then, according to
the legend, she went shopping for a new maternity dress and had a long lunch with her sister.
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handsome but wealthy man in a nineteenth century fiction.
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kidding me, ploughing me for information like this, trying to get me all feathered up.
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another beer. A keg or two.
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A key in the door ¢ it opens ¢ sweet relief ¢ Lucy is home.

My mother is right about one thing and wrong about another. | do need new socks.
There are holes in the heels.
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when | was twelve years old and she therefore thinks that we have had a long-running father-
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Thirty, | think. When John F Kennedy was thirty, he was a congressman. When Bob
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my heels.
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two pieces of timber hitting together face on. She jumps and gasps.
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Lucy stands up and wraps her arms around herself. There is a bright pink mark on her
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| am flabbergasted and knocked for six by this distant, long-forgotten and torturous
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donate sperm! And I give it gladly! I give them as much of it as they want! And they shove it into
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It feels bizarre to be shouting these last three words at my own mother but
nevertheless, it gives me an enormous buzz.
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Lucy puts her arms around my neck from behind and kisses me lightly on the cheek,
breathing on my neck, rustling my hair, and | feel no desire for her, no desire at all. Just
loneliness. | put down my book and stare into the fire. The wood is spitting a little, the flames
are jumping up and down. A tiny red coal escapes, making a bid for freedom, and lands beside
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- And this is the moment the moment when | must say the right thing to her the
moment when | must something honest something truthful and meaningful to us both for if |
fuck up now how can | ever make forty let alone thirty -
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mean it. | really mean it. She will be a wonderful mother. | turn around to face her and we look
at each other and she softens and | touch her cheek and she smiles a little and tilts her head a
little towards me.
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