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 People say that my mother is a fine looking woman for sixty-ƻƴŜΦ IŜǊ ǎƪƛƴ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ 

ǿǊƛƴƪƭŜŘΣ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜǊ-ǎǇƻǘǘŜŘΣ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƛǊ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ōƭǳŜ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘΦ 

Lucy says that men, older men that is, look at my mother when she walks down the street, 

sprightly, without limping, not a zimmer frame in sight. By rights this should make me proud, but 

ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘΦ Lǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƳŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΦ bƻǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŜŜǊŜŘ ŀǘΦ hƭŘ ƳŜƴ 

licking the chapped lips framing their dentures and remembering when they would have winked 

at her and held her in dancehalls and kissed her as they walked home, wondering what now, 

ǿƘŀǘ ƳƻǾŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀƪŜ ƴŜȄǘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƘŜ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƻƭŘΣ ǘƘŜǎe 

ƳŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ CƻǊ ƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

world itself. 

 Ψaȅ ƎƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ¢ŜƴŜǊƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƳŜΣ 

doubling up the last syllable into reefeeΦ Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊŜǎƻrt there. For the older client, you 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦΩ 

 L ǿƛƴŎŜ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ L ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƎƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ 

ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǎƻŀǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ǎƘƻǿǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘǳƳƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

humiliation is poured upon trailer trash from Hicksville. Where big-haired women lash out and 

threaten to castrate the pot-bellied, bearded ǳƎƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻΩǾŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ aǎ ¢ǊŀƛƭŜǊ tŀǊƪ мффсΣ 

only to forgive them forty minutes later and reveal their pregnancies to their hairy lotharios, 

promising to change. Gimme another chance, honey, they say, blubbering now, like New Men. 

¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ ōŀōȅ. 

 Ψ5ƻƴΩǘ ƎƻΣΩ L ǎŀȅΣ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ Ψ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ƛƴ 

those resorts. They exploit people like ȅƻǳΦ {ǘŜŀƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ tƭŀȅ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦƻƻƭΦΩ 

 Ψ¢ƘŜȅΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ŜŀǊƭȅΦΩ 

 Ψ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǎƘƛŦǘǎΣ aƻǘƘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΦ ±ƛǎƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦΩ 

 My motheǊ ǎƴƛŦŦǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦ Ψ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ΨLŦ ȅƻǳ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƻƪΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƳŜƭƭ ƻŦ ǎǇŀƎƘŜǘǘƛ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƴƎŜǊ ǎƻΦ IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴ 9ȄǇŜƭŀƛǊ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΚΩ 

 Ψ!ƴŘ ƛŦ L ǎƘƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǳǇǇƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŘƻƎǎƘƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦΩ 

 aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎƘƻƻǘ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ǎƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΣ 

ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ƪƴƻǿ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǊƭΗ LŦ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƎƛǊƭΗ LǘΩǎ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ him the way he is! ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ LΩƳ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ DƻŘΣ LΩƳ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ƻƴ 

Tuesday. 

 LΩƳ ŀ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǿƴ-ǳǇΦ IƻǿΩŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΚ 

 Ψ²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ [ǳŎȅ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΚΩ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ ƳŜΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ǿŀǘŎƘΦ 

 Ψ!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƴƛŎΦΩ 



 ΨAgain?Ω IŜǊ ŦŀŎŜ ōŜǘǊŀȅǎ ƘŜǊ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ǎƻ ōŀŘƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǳǇ ƻƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΦ ΨLǎ 

ǎƘŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΚΩ 

 Ψ¸ŜǎΣΩ L ǎŀȅΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ōŜŜǊΣ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ ΨLǘΩǎ 

a long drawn-ƻǳǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŜŀǎȅΦ 9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ [ǳŎȅΦΩ 

 Ψ!ƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΚΩ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ ƳŜΦ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƴΚ LŦ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊΚ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ȅƻǳ ςΩ {ƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ƻŦŦ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

moment, unable to utter the word, which is a thrill, but finally manages to spit it out, along with 

ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ΨIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƘŜǊΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

 ΨL Ǝƻ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎΣΩ L ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊΦ Ψ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƳǳŎƘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΦ LΩƳ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ōǳǘ L Ǝƻ ƻƴ 

Saturday so I can be there for Lucy. She has to go in every couple of days though. Check-ups and 

ǿƘŀǘ ƴƻǘΦΩ L ǿŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ƴƻƴŎƘŀƭŀƴǘƭȅΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴŜ 

of my concern, as if I am not lying awake every night crying silently while Lucy sleeps. 

 Ψ.ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ do ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΚΩ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΣ ǊŜǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƻǊŘΦ !ƭƭ Ƴȅ 

friends call me Billy. Lucy calls me Bill. 

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ L ŘƻΚΩ L ŀǎƪ ƘŜǊΣ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōƭǳǎƘ ƛŦ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦ Ψ{ǳǊŜƭȅ L 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƭƭ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΚ ¢ƻ ŀ ǿƻƳan of the world like you, I mean. A woman considering a 

ǎǇŜƭƭ ƛƴ ¢ŜƴŜǊƛŦŜΦΩ ¢ƻ ǊƘȅƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ beef. 

 Ψ.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ Ψ¸ƻǳ Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƭƭ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ idea 

ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƛǘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ procedure. And I want to, because I ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ 

wrong thing at any time. To you or to Lucy. Something inappropriateΣ L ƳŜŀƴΦΩ aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ 

ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƛƴ ƛǘŀƭƛŎǎΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ǎƳƛƭŜ ŀǎ L ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

 ΨL Ǝƻ ƛƴΣΩ L ǎŀȅ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎƭȅΦ Ψ!ƴŘ LΧ Řƻƴŀǘe. They collect it and they do whatever they do 

ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ {ƻ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΦΩ 

 Ψ!ƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ [ǳŎȅ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΚΩ 

 ΨLƴ ǿƻǊƪ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ ΨhǊ ƳŀȅōŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘŜŀǇ ƳƻǘŜƭ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦŀǘΣ ǎǿŜŀǘȅ 

guy, making a little ŜȄǘǊŀ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŦŦ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŎƘŜŀǇΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΦΩ 

 Ψ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŎǊǳŘŜ ōƻȅΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻƻΦ ΨL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊƻƳΦΩ 

 aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊŜŘƛŎŀƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ hƴ ƻƴe hand she 

ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǎƭŀǇ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ 

ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǘΣ ǎƘŜ ƘŀǘŜǎ [ǳŎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾŜƴƎŜŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ Řƻ 

her in for the price of a new hat. 

 Ψ!ƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣΩ ǎƘŜ ŀŘŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴ-sequiturs, as 

if that has anything to do with anything; as if the fact of my horrific age change relates to Lucy, 

the clinic or I. 

 Ψ5ƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ƳŜΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ 

 Ψ¸ƻǳǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŘƛŜŘΦΩ 

 ΨL ƪƴƻǿΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦΩ 

 Ψ¢ƻƻƪ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ƴƻǘ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘƛǊǘƛŜǘƘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦ /ƻƭƭŀǇǎŜŘ 

on the bathroom ŦƭƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƛŎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘǊƻŀǘ ƻǇŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŀȊƻǊ ōƭŀŘŜΦΩ 



 ΨL knowΣΩ L ǊŜǇŜŀǘΦ aȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ƘƛƭŀǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƳŀŎŀōǊŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ƛǎ ŀƴ old story and one 

that I have heard many times before. 

 Ψ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 

would have lived, had he not dug that razor blade into his throat as he went down. If only one of 

us had been ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΦΩ 

 She disappears off into a galaxy far, far away and I have a moment or two for thought. 

My mother was alone that morning too, alone in a hospital, probably having the 1960s version 

of an amniocentesis which, for all I know, could have been an amniocentesis. Then, according to 

the legend, she went shopping for a new maternity dress and had a long lunch with her sister. 

¢ƘƛǊǘȅ ƛǎ ƻƭŘΦ ¢ƘƛǊǘȅ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƭŘΦ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛŜΣ ŀƳƴΩǘ LΚ 

 Ψ5ƻƴŀǘŜ what ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅΚΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ Ǉŀuse and I laugh. 

 Ψ.ƭƻƻŘΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ ΨCƻǊ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΩǎ ǎŀƪŜΣ aƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ŘƻƴŀǘŜΚ aȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀ 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΚΩ 

 Ψ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ bloodΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻΚΩ 

 ΨbƻΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ōƭƻƻŘΣΩ L ǎŀȅ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΣ ŀ ƘŀƴŘ ς my own ς running across my eyes. 

Ψ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƧƻƪŜΦ L ŘƻƴŀǘŜΧ ²ŜƭƭΣ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ L ƎƛǾŜ ƻŦ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣΩ L ǎŀȅ ŀǊŎƘƭȅΣ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜΣ 

handsome but wealthy man in a nineteenth century fiction. 

 Ψ!ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻΚ .ǊƛƴƎ [ǳŎȅ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀȅΚΩ 

 Ψ{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘŀȅΦ .ǳǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǊƻƻƳǎ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦΩ 

 aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǎƻ ŘŀƳƴ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƻǿ ƘŜǊ ƻǳǘΦ {ƘŜΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

kidding me, ploughing me for information like this, trying to get me all feathered up. 

 Ψ¸ƻǳǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƳǇǊŜƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƳŜ -Ω ǎƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ Ǿƻice and I throw my arms in the 

air. 

 ΨL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΗΩ L ǎŎǊŜŀƳΦ Ψ¢ƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΗ ¢ƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΗΩ 

 ΨYour father impregnated meΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘǎΣ ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ Ψƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ƴƛƎƘǘ 

ŀƴŘΣ LΩƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ-fashioned ǿŀȅΦΩ 

 Ψ¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ-ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŜŘ ǿŀȅΣΩ L ƳƻŎƪΣ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ Ψ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΚΩ 

 Ψ²Ŝƭƭ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŀǊǘŜǊǎΦΩ 

 ΨL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΣΩ L ǎŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƪ. My head is spinning and I need 

another beer. A keg or two. 

 Ψ¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ƴŜǿ ǎƻŎƪǎΣΩ ǎŀȅǎ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŦŜŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŀǎ L ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 

ŦƭƻƻǊΦ Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƘƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƴŜǎΦΩ 

 Ψ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ŎǊŀȊȅ ƻƭŘ ǿƻƳŀƴΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ ΨDƻ ǘƻ ¢ŜƴŜǊƛŦŜΣ ƎŜǘ ǊƻōōŜŘΣ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ 

ƴǳǘǎΦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣΩ L ŀŘŘΣ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊΣ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘ ōƻǿŜŘΦ Ψ¢ƘƛǊǘȅΦΩ 

 A key in the door ς it opens ς sweet relief ς Lucy is home. 

 

* * * 

 

 My mother is right about one thing and wrong about another. I do need new socks. 

There are holes in the heels. 



 .ǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ L ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ L ŘƛŘ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ L ŘƛŘ ǎŀȅ ǎƻΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣ ƛǘ 

ǿŀǎ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿƴ-up 

emotions, real life affairs, bǳǘ ƭƛƪŜ L ǎŀȅ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ L ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ 

 Ψ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣΩ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΣ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ƻǊ ǎƻ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƻǾŜǊ ŎƻŦŦŜŜΦ Ψ²ƘŜƴ L ƘŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ 

ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŦŜŜǘΣ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ 5Ǌ .ŀǊƪŜǊΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣΩ ǎƘŜ ŀŘŘǎΣ ƴƻŘŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ {ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ 5Ǌ 

.ŀǊƪŜǊ άƳȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘέ ōŜŎŀuse he diagnosed an almost-ruptured and life-threatening appendicitis 

when I was twelve years old and she therefore thinks that we have had a long-running father-

ǎƻƴ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘ ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ƳŀŘ ƻƭŘ ōŀǎǘŀǊŘ ǿƘƻ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ƳŜ 

uǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŎƪǎΦ IŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŜƛƎƘǘŜŜƴ ǎƻƭƛŘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎƛŎƪ 

of it. 

 Ψ¸ŜǎΣΩ ǎŀȅǎ [ǳŎȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭƭȅ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΦ Ψbƻǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƛǎ ƛǘ aǊǎ [ƻǿŜΚ 5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴΦΩ 

 Ψ.ǳǘ ƘŜ Ƴŀȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣΩ ǎŀȅǎ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ Ψ5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜΚ IŜ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ 

ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΦΩ 

 Thirty, I think. When John F Kennedy was thirty, he was a congressman. When Bob 

5ȅƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ƘŜΩŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ The Times They Are A-/ƘŀƴƎƛƴΩ. When Shakespeare was thirty, 

ƘŜΩŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ HamletΦ CƻǊ ŀƭƭ L ƪƴƻǿΦ LΩƳ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƘƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ 

my heels. 

 Ψ5ƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƘǳǊǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ [ǳŎȅΚΩ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΣ ŦŜƛƎƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΦ 

 ΨLǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘ .ƛƭƭΣΩ ǎŀȅǎ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΦ ΨLƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ƛǘΦΩ 

 I smile ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ǎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƛǘΤ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƛǎ 

one. 

 Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜΧ ǾƛŘŜƻǎΣΩ L ƳǳǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƴƻōƻŘȅ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΦ ΨLǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΦ {ǳŎƘ 

ŦƛƭǘƘ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ ²ƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǎǘǳŦŦΦΩ 

 Ψ.ƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƴƛŎΣΩ ǎŀȅǎ [ǳŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎ 

ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ ΨL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŘƛǎƎǳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ aȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦΩ 

 ΨhǳǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΣΩ L ǎŀȅ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ 

 ΨhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΣΩ ǎŀȅǎ Ƴȅ 

moǘƘŜǊ ŜŀǊƴŜǎǘƭȅΦ ΨCƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦΩ 

 ΨL ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΣΩ L ǎŀȅ ŎŀƭƳƭȅΣ ǎǳǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƘȅǎǘŜǊƛŎŀƭ 

laugh. 

 Ψ.ǳǘ LΩƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ΨL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ 

theȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƘǳǊǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅΦΩ 

 Ψ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŀȅ ŀ ŦƛƴƎŜǊ ƻƴ ƳŜΣ ƻƭŘ ǿƻƳŀƴΣΩ L ǊƻŀǊΦ ΨLΩƳ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎΦΩ 

 Ψ.ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ -Ω 

 ΨwƛƎƘǘΗ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΣΩ L ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƭŀǇ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

table but missing and slŀǇǇƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ƘŀǊŘ ƻƴ [ǳŎȅΩǎ ƭŜƎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǊŜǾŜǊōŜǊŀǘŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ 

two pieces of timber hitting together face on. She jumps and gasps. 

 ΨWŜǎǳǎΣ .ƛƭƭΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜΧΚΩ 

 ΨLΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣΩ L ǎŀȅΣ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƻǿ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōǳŎƪƭŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘΦ ΨL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ 

ƛǘΦ L ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦΩ 



 Lucy stands up and wraps her arms around herself. There is a bright pink mark on her 

ƭŜƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘŜŜƪ ǘƻƻΦ ΨLΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ΨCƻǊ ŀ ǊŜǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƭƛƴƛŎΩǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ 

ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƳŜΦΩ {ƘŜ ǇǊƻƳǇtly disappears and my mother watches after her, shaking her head. 

 Ψ¸ƻǳ Ǝƻǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƻƻ ȅƻǳƴƎΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

 ΨIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƭƪǎ ŀǿŀȅΚΩ 

 ΨLǘΩǎ ŀ ŦŀŎǘΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΣ LΩǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘΦΩ 

 Ψ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΦΩ 

 Ψ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŘŜƴȅƛƴƎ ƛǘΦΩ 

 Ψ²ƘŀǘΚ 5ŜƴȅƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘΚΩ 

 Ψ¢Ƙŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƻƻ ȅƻǳƴƎΦΩ 

 Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜƴȅΗ L Ǝƻǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΦ Lǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ 

Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΚΩ 

 Ψ¸ƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜΦΩ 

 Ψ²ƘŀǘΚΩ L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΣ amazed. 

 Ψ¢ƻ ǿǊƛǘŜΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘǎΦ Ψ¸ƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜΦ ¢ƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ōƻƻƪǎΦ bƻǾŜƭǎΦ ¸ƻǳ 

ƪƴƻǿΦΩ 

 I am flabbergasted and knocked for six by this distant, long-forgotten and torturous 

ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦ L ŀƳ ǿƛƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ ΨL ǿŀǎ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ǘƘŜƴΣΩ L ǎǇƭǳǘǘŜǊΦ Ψ¢ǿŜƴǘȅ-

ƻƴŜ ƳŀȅōŜΦ L ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƪƛŘΦ L ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΦΩ 

 Ψ¸ƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƻǊȅΦΩ 

 ΨhƘ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎŀƪŜΣΩ L ŎǊȅΦ Ψ{ǇŜǊƳΗΩ L ǊƻŀǊ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅΦ Ψ{ǇŜǊƳΗ ¸ƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ƳŜΚ L 

donate sperm! And I give it gladly! I give them as much of it as they want! And they shove it into 

[ǳŎȅΗ {ǇŜǊƳΣ aƻǘƘŜǊΗ {ǇŜǊƳΗΩ 

 It feels bizarre to be shouting these last three words at my own mother but 

nevertheless, it gives me an enormous buzz. 

 Ψ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΣ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎŀƭƳ ŘƻǿƴΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ƘƻǊǊƻǊΦ ΨtŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳΦΩ 

 ΨCǳŎƪ ΩŜƳΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ ΨWŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 

ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΚ L ƘŀŘ ŀΧΩ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻǳǘ ƴƻǿΦ 

Grown-ǳǇ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘƳƛǊŜ ƛƴ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ 

ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŀƳ ƻƴŜΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƳ ŀ ƎǊƻǿƴ-ǳǇΦ ΨL ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǘŀƴ ƻƴŎŜΣΩ L ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊΦ 

Ψ²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƴȅ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǘŀƴ ƎƻƴŜΚ LΩƳ ǎƻ ŘŀƳƴ ǇŀƭŜΦΩ 

 Ψ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ Ψ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘΦ LǘΩǎ [ǳŎȅΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ !ƭƭ 

this donatingΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŎǊŀȊȅΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΦΩ 

 Ψ.ƭƛƴŘΣ aƻǘƘŜǊΣ ōƭƛƴŘΦ Lǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ ōƭƛƴŘΦΩ 

 Ψ²ŜƭƭΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΦΩ 

 ΨhƘ WŜǎǳǎΣΩ L ǎŀȅΣ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƭƻǳŘ ƴƻǿΦ Ψ.ƭƛƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŎǊŀȊȅΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ 

ǎƘŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƴŜȄǘΚΩ 

 

* * * 

 



 Lucy puts her arms around my neck from behind and kisses me lightly on the cheek, 

breathing on my neck, rustling my hair, and I feel no desire for her, no desire at all. Just 

loneliness. I put down my book and stare into the fire. The wood is spitting a little, the flames 

are jumping up and down. A tiny red coal escapes, making a bid for freedom, and lands beside 

Ƴȅ ǘƻŜǎΣ ǎƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘǎ ƘŜŀǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƭŀǘŜ ƴƻǿΦ bŜŀǊ ƳƛŘƴƛƎƘǘΦ [ǳŎȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴ ōŜŘΦ 

 ΨL ƴŜŜŘ ƴŜǿ ǎƻŎƪǎΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ ΨhǊ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎΦΩ 

 Ψ¢ǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ LΩƳ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΣΩ ǎŀȅǎ [ǳŎȅΦ ΨhǊ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎΦΩ 

 - And this is the moment the moment when I must say the right thing to her the 

moment when I must something honest something truthful and meaningful to us both for if I 

fuck up now how can I ever make forty let alone thirty -  

 Ψ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣΩ L ǎŀȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΦ Ψ¢ƘŜ ōŀōȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳΦ 

¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀƴ L ŘƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŀōȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳΣΩ L ǊŜǇŜŀǘΦ !nd I 

mean it. I really mean it. She will be a wonderful mother. I turn around to face her and we look 

at each other and she softens and I touch her cheek and she smiles a little and tilts her head a 

little towards me. 

 LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ  ŀƴd I have no idea where the time is going. It speeds 

Ǉŀǎǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ōǳǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜΣ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ 


