
THE OPEN DOOR 
a children’s story by John Boyne 

 ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊΣ wŀƭǇƘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳ 

but now that he was four, he decided it was time for a change. 

 Ψ!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǳǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΚΩ ŀǎƪŜŘ wŀƭǇƘΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎwitch and 

turning it on and off a few times. 

 ΨhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƭǇƘΦ Ψ.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ 5ŀŘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ 

ƎƻƻŘƴƛƎƘǘΦΩ 

 

 

 He lay in bed and looked around the room. The doors of the wardrobe were closed and 

he wondered whether he should open them up and check that no one was hiding inside. 

 ΨAnyone in there?Ω ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΦ 

 

 

 ! ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ wŀƭǇƘΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƎƻƻŘƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ Ψ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΚΩ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ it up off the bedside table. 

 ΨLǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇƛǊŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŜŀǎΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƭǇƘΦ ΨLΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇƛǊŀǘŜ ǿƘŜƴ L ƎǊƻǿ 

ǳǇΦΩ 

 ΨL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀǎǘǊƻƴŀǳǘΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƭǇƘΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ 

 ΨThat was last weekΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƭǇƘΦ Ψ!ƴŘ LΩƳ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΦΩ 

 Ψ!ƭǊƛƎƘǘΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƭǇƘΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǿƛǘŎƘΦ 

 Ψ.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ DǊŀƴŘŀŘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƎƻƻŘƴƛƎƘǘΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƭǇƘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ 

 

 

 IŜ ŦŜƭǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƭŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ wŀƭǇƘΩǎ ōŜŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƛƎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ōŜƭƻǿΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƪŜǇǘ 

a box of toys. He wondered whether he should check that no one was hiding under there. 

 ΨAnyone under there?Ω ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΦ 

 

 

 Ψ²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻΚΩ ŀǎƪŜŘ wŀƭǇƘΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ 

down beside him. 

 Ψbƻ ƻƴŜΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƭǇƘΣ ǿƘƻ ŦŜƭǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ ƴƻǿΦ ΨDǊŀƴŘŀŘΣ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ 

ƻŦŦ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴȅ ŀƎŜΚΩ 

 Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƴΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ DǊŀƴŘŀŘΦ Ψ9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾŜƴǘŜŘ 

ȅŜǘΦΩ 

 wŀƭǇƘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƘƛƳ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ DǊŀƴŘŀŘ ǿŀǎ ƻƭŘ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ that 

old. 

 ΨLΩƳ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƭǇƘΦ 



 ΨDƻƻŘ ƳŀƴΦΩ 

 Ψ/ŀƴ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΚΩ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘƛƳΦ 

 Ψ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƭǇƘΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ 

 ΨLΩƳ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƭǇƘ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ 

 Ψ.ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛng to be scared ofΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ GrandadΦ Ψ¢Ŝƭƭ ƳŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎƭŜŜǇ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΚΩ 

 Ψ¸ŜǎΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƭǇƘ, insultedΦ ΨL ŀƳ four, you know. Not threeΦΩ 

 Ψ²Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ Ƙƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǘǳǊƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦŦΣ ōǳǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ƻǇŜƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ǎo 

ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀƭƭǿŀȅ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƻƻΦ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻǳƴŘΚΩ 

 Ralph thought about it. Ψ{ƻǳƴŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǇƭŀƴΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

 

 

 After Grandad had left, Ralph looked across at the wardrobe and held his breath. He 

ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ 

 Then he listened for anything moving under the bed but there ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǎƻǳƴŘ. 

 Then he closed his eyes for a moment ς or for what he thought was a moment ς and 

when he opened them again, it was morning time and the room was bright but the door was 

closed. 

 

 

 ΨDǊŀƴŘŀŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƭǇƘΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ 

ŘƻƻǊ ǿŀǎ ǎƘǳǘΦ ΨL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŜΩŘ ƭŜŦǘ ƛǘ ƻǇŜƴ ōȅ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜΦ .ǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ LΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛǘ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΦΩ 

 Ψ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƭǇƘΣ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΦ ΨI can sleep with the lights off and the door 

closedΦ LΩƳ four years old, after all. LΩƳ braver than you think.Ω 


