THE PADDLING POOL

a children’s story by John Boyne

There were lots of things that Ralph liked about going to visit his grandfather but the best thing
of all was the fact that he lived in a big house with five floors and Ralph could slide down the
banisters from the very top of the house to the front door and feel like he was flying.

Down from the attic where the spiders lived.
Down through the fourth floor where Grandfather kept his trains.
Down through the third floor that had the room with the ghost in it.
Down through the second floor where Ralph slept when he stayed over.
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living room door and Grandfather would storm out as if the noise had just woken

him up.
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But Ralph never listened. He likedsliding down the banisters. It was more fun than he could ever
have at home because he lived in a bungalow where there was nothing to slide down at all.

One day, Ralph arrived just as Grandfather was coming home from the shops and, to his delight,
he was carrying a blow-up paddle pool. Ralph could hardly believe his eyes.

W5AR 82dz 6d22 G(KIdG F2NJ YSKQ KS a1SRZ FYR yv26 Al
GAYS Al 6Fa GKNRAdAK SEOAGSYSyido wLa Al | LINBaSyl

WLY F YEYYSNI 2F aLSF(1Ay3IzQ a4FAR DNIYRTIGKSNE aY)

W 6S 6t26 Al dzlJ y26KQ a1 SR wl f LK douddeitR FAE £ A
dzLJ 2dzi AA RS ®Q

Wrff Ay 3F22R GAYSZIQ &4FAR DNIYRTFFIGIKSN®D W, 2dz 32 2
GgKSY AGQa TFdzZ f ©Q



Ralph ran to his room and tried to keep his mind off the paddling pool by reading a comic but he
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floor of the house, where the spiders lived, and climbed on board the banister.
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SPLASH!!!
Ralph lay flat out in the paddling pool. His grandfather had placed it on the floor in front of the

living room door, just at the point where Ralph always came off and landed with a thud. Ralph

had tumbled straight into it and was lying there now, soaked to the skin. He looked up at his
grandfather, who was grinning back at him in delight.
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