
TOP DOG 
a children’s story by John Boyne 

 Ralph had always been the centre of attention in his house and that was the way he 

liked it. 

 When it came to dinner, he always got fed first. 

 When it came to storytime, he always got to choose the book. 

 And when Grandad came to visit, he always spent all his time playing with him. 

 But wƘŜƴ wŀƭǇƘΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ōŀōȅ [ǳŎȅ home from the hospital, he 

began to wonder whether things were going to change. 

 

 

 Over the next few weeks, when it came to dinner-time, Ralph found himself sitting at 

the table growing hungry while baby Lucy was fed first. 

 And when it came to storytime, Dad said that baby Lucy was too young to understand 

the stories that Ralph liked. 

 And when Grandad came to visit he spent half his time playing with baby Lucy instead of 

him. 

 

 

 wŀƭǇƘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ all this and one ƴƛƎƘǘ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ōŀōȅ [ǳŎȅΩǎ Ŏƻǘ ŀƴŘ 

looked down at her. She was lying on her back and kicking her legs in the air. She stared up at 

him and blinked a couple of times. 

 Ψ[ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘΣΩ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊΦ ΨLΩƳ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΣ LΩƳ ǘƻǇ ŘƻƎΣ and I 

have been for four years now.Ω 

 ΨDƻƻ ƎƻƻΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ ōŀōȅ [ǳŎȅΣ ŘǊƛōōƭƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΦ ΨDǳǊƎƭŜ ƎǳǊƎƭŜΦΩ 

 ΨLΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƭǇƘΦ ΨL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǘŎƘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΦΩ 

 ΨDƭǳǊƎȅ ƎǊƻƻ Ǝŀ ƎŀΣΩ said baby Lucy. 

 Ψ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ǎŜƴǎŜΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƭǇƘΦ ΨLΩƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƘŜƴΦΩ 

 

 

 A few days later, Ralph was at home being looked after by his grandfather because his 

mother and father and baby Lucy had gone out the previous eveniƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜŜƴ 

since. 

 Ψ²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΚΩ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ DǊŀƴŘŀŘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƭǳƴŎƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ 

beans on toast but created a lot of mess. 

 Ψ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǳǘΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ DǊŀƴŘŀŘΦ Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘΦΩ 

 

 



 That night, they still hadƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ DǊŀƴŘŀŘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ 

sausages, fried eggs and chips. He left them in the pan for too long though and the kitchen filled 

with smoke and the alarm went off. 

 Ψ²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅ ōŀŎƪ ȅŜǘΚΩ ŀǎƪŜŘ wŀƭǇƘ, over the noiseΦ Ψ!ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŀōȅ 

[ǳŎȅΚΩ 

 ΨbƻǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ DǊŀƴŘŀŘΦ Ψ²Ŝ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭΦΩ 

 

 

 wŀƭǇƘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ 

seemed empty without baby Lucy gurgling and googling and dribbling all the time. 

 In the morning, Grandad poured out two bowls of cereal and dropped the rest on the 

kitchen floor. 

 Ψ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘƻƳŜ ōȅ ƴƻǿΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƭǇƘΦ Ψ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΚΩ 

 Ψ.ŀōȅ [ǳŎȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭΣΩ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ DǊŀƴŘŀŘΦ ΨAnd we just have to hope she gets 

ōŜǘǘŜǊΦΩ 

 

 

 [ŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΣ wŀƭǇƘΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŎŀƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ōŀōȅ [ǳŎȅ ǿŀǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ 

ƘŜǊ ŎƻǘΦ DǊŀƴŘŀŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƘŜΩŘ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭ-clear and there was nothing for them to worry about any 

more. Ralph went in to see baby Lucy and he thought she smiled when she saw him and he 

found himself smiling back. He was pleased to see her. 

 ΨLΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƴŜΣΩ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊΦ ΨLΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ 

ŎƘŀǊƎŜΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƻǇ ŘƻƎΦ .ǳǘ LΩǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀȅōŜ L ƴŜŜŘ an assistant and if you 

want, you can be second-in-ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΦΩ 

 ΨDǳǊƎƭŜ ƎǳǊƎƭŜΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ ōŀōȅ [ǳŎȅΦ 

 ΨAlright thenΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƭǇƘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘΦ ΨLΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ŀ ȅŜǎΦΩ 


