TOP DOG

a children’s story by John Boyne

Ralph had always been the centre of attention in his house and that was the way he
liked it.

When it came to dinner, he always got fed first.

When it came to storytime, he always got to choose the book.

And when Grandad came to visit, he always spent all his time playing with him.
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began to wonder whether things were going to change.

Over the next few weeks, when it came to dinner-time, Ralph found himself sitting at
the table growing hungry while baby Lucy was fed first.

And when it came to storytime, Dad said that baby Lucy was too young to understand
the stories that Ralph liked.

And when Grandad came to visit he spent half his time playing with baby Lucy instead of
him.
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looked down at her. She was lying on her back and kicking her legs in the air. She stared up at
him and blinked a couple of times.
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have been for four years now.Q
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A few days later, Ralph was at home being looked after by his grandfather because his
mother and father and baby Lucy had gone out the previous eveniy 3 YR KIF Ry Qi o6SSy
since.
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beans on toast but created a lot of mess.
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That night, they stillhady QG O02YS K2YS FyR DN}YYRIR GNASR i+
sausages, fried eggs and chips. He left them in the pan for too long though and the kitchen filled
with smoke and the alarm went off.
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seemed empty without baby Lucy gurgling and googling and dribbling all the time.

In the morning, Grandad poured out two bowls of cereal and dropped the rest on the
kitchen floor.
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more. Ralph went in to see baby Lucy and he thought she smiled when she saw him and he
found himself smiling back. He was pleased to see her.
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