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WE ALL GET HURT BY LOVE 
by John Boyne 

 

 LΩƳ waiting ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΤ LΩƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ 

ŀǎ LΩƳ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ Ƴŀǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƪ Řƻǿƴ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ 

the salt and pepper to the centre and then changing my mind, putting them closer to her side so 

that she can reach them without having to ask. I smile when I see her, I come towards her, I kiss 

her, I place a hand against her stomach for a moment but she pulls away sharply. 5ƻƴΩǘΦ SheΩǎ 

starting to show at last. Every day my ties to her grow stronger and every day I know that LΩƳ 

losing her a little bit more. SƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǿŀǎ anything special when we met, I know that. But 

now sheΩǎ stuck with me. {ƘŜΩǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘΦ For now. 

 ΨWǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ 

 ΨWǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘΚΩ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƧŀŎƪŜǘ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƘŀƛǊΦ L Ǝƻ 

over and pick it up; I bought a coat-stand over the weekend and set it up in the hallway and 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ items like this belong in a home. {ƘŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ mentioned it. 

 ΨWǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΣΩ L ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊ. ΨLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΣ LΩƳ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΦΩ 

 The smell coming through to the living room from the kitchen makes a liar of me 

ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΦ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ chopping vegetables and reducing tomatoes for most of the afternoon. I 

know the types of food she likes ς nothing spicy, nothing pretentious ς ōǳǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 

mood swings lately, cravings. LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ what to cook for her. 

 Ψ.ǳǎȅ ŘŀȅΚΩ L ŀǎƪ her and she shrugs. 

 Ψ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŎǊŀȊȅΣΩ she saysΣ ƻǊ ƳǳǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴȅǿŀȅ ŀǎ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 

in my direction. 

 Ψ²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜΚΩ 

 Ψ¢Ƙose bloody students. I worked my way around the class today, asking each one what 

they were reading and they looked at me as if I wanted them to list the security council 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ōǳǘ ƴƻt one 

of them ever picks up a book. Does that make any ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚΩ 

 L ǎƘǊǳƎΦ {ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ LΩƳ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ƳǳŎƘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 

and she ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ƛŦ L ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ the subject. 

 ΨIƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚΩ L ŀǎƪ ƘŜǊΦ ΨIƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΚΩ 
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 ΨCƛƴŜΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀys, turning away from meΦ Ψ.ŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦΩ 

 She was sick this morning; nauseous and noisy. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΦ LΩǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ 

reading the books so I know something about it. I tried to hold her hair while she threw up in 

the toilet but she pulled away from me and told me to get out and close the door, to just leave 

her aloneΦ LŦ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΦ .ǳǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ. It has no 

ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻΦ {ƘŜΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƳŜ ǎƻƻƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ 

But not yet. 

 Ψ5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΚΩ 

 {ƘŜ ǎƘŀƪŜǎ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΦ ΨL ŀǘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŘǊȅ ōƛǎŎǳƛǘǎ in my office between classes but they 

ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǿƻǊǎŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦΩ 

 Ψ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƻƳŀŎƘΣΩ L ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊΦ ΨLǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ the ǎǘŀǊŎƘŜǎΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪΦΩ 

 ΨIƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΚ IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΚΩ 

 No, but IΩǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ōƛƻƭƻƎȅΦ L ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ her 

sudden mood changes have anything to do with the way the blood traffics through her system. 

hǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƘƻǊƳƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴΦ And LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ why I feel so 

ŀƭƛǾŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊ ƳŜΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ the lack of love in her eyes. This has no future, I 

ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ŎƭƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ It aches to be around her. 

 !ǎ ǿŜ Ŝŀǘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ L ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ tŜǘŜΩǎ phone call. 

 ΨL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΣΩ I tell herΦ ΨI ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ƛǘΦ ²e could rent a movieΦΩ 

 She shrugs. ΨLΩƳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ bath and aƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ΨL 

ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ very good ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΦΩ 

 ΨL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴΦΩ 

 Ψ²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘΚΩ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǿƛth genuine wonder on her face. 

 ΨLƴ ŎŀǎŜΧΩ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ L ǎŀy those two words without knowing how the sentence will 

ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ ΨLƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ƳŜΣΩ L ǎŀȅ ŦƛƴŀƭƭȅΦ 

 {ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊŜǎ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ Ψ²Ƙȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ L ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳΚΩ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

 Ψ¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǎƛŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴΦΩ 

 ΨLŦ L ŘƻΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜΦ bƻΣ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ tŜǘŜΦ IŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 

ǘƛƳŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘΦΩ 

 The first time I asked her to dance, she used that phrase. L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ. She only started 

seeing me because she wanted him to know that she could move on. It was only a couple of 

months after he left her. She only ƪŜǇǘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜ ƪƴŜǿ ƘŜΩŘ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ {ƘŜ 
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ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŜΩŘ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜƴΦ Lǘ ƪƛƭƭǎ ƘŜǊΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎΦ {ƘŜ 

loves him. And then this happened, so she stayed with me. Sometimes I wonder what I can do to 

make her love me. Leave her, perhaps. 

 ΨLΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴΣΩ L tell her thenΦ ΨL ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŘŀȅΦΩ 

 ΨIƻƴŜǎǘƭȅΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ ōŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƭŜŜǇΦΩ 

 Ψ²Ŝƭƭ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǳǊŜΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ ΨHe did sound quite down on the phone. Said he needed to 

talk to me and it had to be tonightΦΩ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǉŀȅ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘƛǎΤ tŜǘŜΩǎ 

known for his dramatics. 

 ΨJust try not to wake me when you come in,Ω ǎƘŜ says. Ψ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƴd Pete and Jake get 

together, you always come back drunk and make a racketΦΩ 

 ΨWŀƪŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣΩ L ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊΦ ΨLǘΩǎ Ƨust Pete and I, apparentlyΦΩ 

 ΨIƻǿ ŎƻƳŜΚΩ 

 ΨL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜƭȅΦΩ She raises an eyebrow but 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ ΨLΩƭƭ ǎǘŀȅ in ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻΦΩ 

 ΨBut L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

 L ǎǘŀǊŜ Řƻǿƴ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ǇƭŀǘŜΦ LΩǾŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƭ ōǳǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦŀŎŜ 

ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ {ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ LΩǾŜ ǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ ƘŜǊΦ It drives her crazy that everything I want is in this 

room and that everything she wants is somewhere else. 

 {ƘŜΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƳŜ ǎƻƻƴŜǊ ƻǊ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ .ǳǘ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘΦ 

 

 

 

 IŜΩǎ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳō ǿƘŜƴ L ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜǎ ƳŜ L 

notice that he sits forward slightly and puts a hand to his stomach ŀǎ ƛŦ ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ 

either. L ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ LΩƳ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǎƛŎƪ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ IŜΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǿŜ prefer, the one by the 

fireplace where we can watch people coming in and out. I nod in his direction but go to the bar 

first, ordering two beers because I can see his pint is nearly finished. He must have been here a 

ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻŘŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƳ ǘŜƴ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ myself. 

 ΨThanksΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ōŜǎƛŘŜ Ƙƛǎ 

first one, which he raises to his lips and almost drains. 

 Ψ{ǘŜŀŘȅ ƻƴΣΩ L ǎŀȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ tŜǘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƳǳŎƘΦ ΨLǘΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜǘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ 

ǘƛƳŜ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΚΩ 
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 Ψbƻǘ ƭƻƴƎΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ΨL ƘŀŘ ŀ stressful day. L ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎΦΩ 

 I guess that he must have come straight from work because his fingernails are still a 

little stained with engine oil; they look as if he gave them one quick wash in the garage sink and 

left it at that. 

 Ψ¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΣ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳΚΩ ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ ƳŜΦ Ψ¸ƻǳΩŘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻƴΚΩ 

 Ψ²Ŝƭƭ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƴΣΩ L ǎŀȅΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǎƻΦ Ψ.ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳΦΩ 

 ΨwƛƎƘǘΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦ ΨIƻǿΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΚΩ ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ ŀƴŘ L 

ǎƘǊǳƎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ to let on the truth. 

 ΨLǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ Ψ{ƘŜΩǎ not been too well lately though. Morning sickness, you know 

Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ƛǎΦΩ 

 Pete nods and looks over towards the fruit machine, where someone has just struck the 

jackpot. I can see flecks of grey in the sides oŦ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƛǊΦ IŜΩǎ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ-six now ς we both are ς and 

it surprises me that the signs of ageing have become apparent already. I see him too often to 

know for sure whether his face is growing older. I wonder whether mine is and whether he 

notices such things. 

 ΨWǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǘƘŜƴΚΩ L ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƴƻŘǎΦ 

 Ψ¸ŜǎΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ΨL ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ WŀƪŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ 

IŜΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦΩ 

 L ŦǊƻǿƴΤ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜǎ ƳŜΦ WŀƪŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǘǊƛŀƴƎƭŜΤ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻther 

since we were kids ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘƛƳ. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ 

usually do. ΨL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣΩ L say. 

 Ψ²Ŝ just Ǌŀƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƻǿƴΣΩ ƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΦ Ψ²Ŝƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 

seemeŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ƛǘΦΩ 

 L ƴƻŘΦ L ŦŜŜƭ ŀƎƎǊƛŜǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǘŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦ LǘΩǎ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎΦ LΩƳ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

saying how we should be allowed to do things with each other without the third one feeling left 

ƻǳǘ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƳŜ L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǘƛǾŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƛǘΦ LΩƳ ǇŀǊŀƴƻƛŘΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΦ 

!ƴŘ LΩƳ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ Ƴȅ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ Ƴȅ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ 

that can come between us. 

 ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ǳƴŜŀǎȅ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦ tŜǘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅΦ 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ WŀƪŜ 
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and he were talking about. I want to know but I can wait. He wants to tell me, I can see it in him. 

But not yet. 

 Ψ{ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ōƭƻƪŜΚΩ L ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳΦ 

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ōƭƻƪŜΚΩ ƘŜ asksΣ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƘŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻƪŜƴ 

up out of a deep sleep and has no idea what either of us are doing there. 

 Ψ¢Ƙŀǘ ōƭƻƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ ΨwƛŎƘŀǊŘ ƻǊ wŀȅƳƻƴŘ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦΩ 

 ΨwƻōŜǊǘΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΦ 

 Ψ¸ŜŀƘΣ wƻōŜǊǘΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΚΩ 

 He shrugs and sighs deeply as he takes a long, slow drink and then stares at the glass 

before setting it downΦ ΨbƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŦƛƴŀƭƭȅΦ ΨIŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƳŜΣ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻǳǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭΦΩ 

 ΨAre you seeing ƘƛƳ ŀƎŀƛƴΚΩ 

 ΨbƻΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ ΨL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƘƛƳΦ IŜ ƪŜŜǇǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΦΩ 

 L ƭŀǳƎƘΦ tŜǘŜΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜΤ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ƭƛƪŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛƳΦ Ψ¸ƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ ȅƻǳ 

ŘƛŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƘƛƳΣΩ L Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻǳǘΦ Ψ¸ƻǳ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƎƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦΩ 

 ΨL ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣΩ tŜǘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ Ψ!ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƛǎΦΩ 

 ΨhƪΣΩ L ǎŀȅ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀȅōŜ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΦ tŜǘŜΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ never 

ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘΦ IŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ it easy. The only guy he ever really liked, as far as I know, was a book 

illustrator called Mike who was horrible to him and made him miserable for a couple of years. 

WŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ him and he hated us too. He was a nasty piece of work, that Mike. 

Everyone could see it. Pete could see it too ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜΤ ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƘƛƳ, I guess. 

 Ψ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇΚΩ L ǎŀȅ ŦƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƴŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ 

Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŘǊƛƴƪΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ 

 ΨbƻǘƘƛƴƎΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜΦ 

 Ψ5ƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ ΨL Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ōȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿǊƻƴƎΦΩ 

 IŜ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǎŜŜ ƘƛƳ ƴƻŘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜΦ IŜ ōƛǘŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǇ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 

and his eyes close. When he looks up again, he seems pale and nervous. 

 ΨDo you love herΚΩ ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ L ǎƛǘ ōŀŎƪΣ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ 

 Ψ²ƘŀǘΚΩ L ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳΦ 

 ΨL ǎŀƛŘ do you love her? Just tell me the truth, Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚΩ 

 LŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ WŀƪŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ LΩd tell them where to stick it. 

But this is Pete. And he can ask me anything. 

 ΨhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ L ŘƻΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ Ψ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ L ŘƻΦΩ 
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 Ψ.ǳǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǎƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΚΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƘŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ reply. 

 Ψ{ƘŜΩǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΣΩ L Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻǳǘΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴy kind of ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ Ψ²ŜΩǊŜΧ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ 

ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ōŀōȅΦΩ 

 ΨWŀƪŜ ǎŀȅǎ -Ω 

 ΨIŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƻΣΩ L ǎŀȅΣ sitting back, ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀƎƎǊƛŜǾŜŘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ 

the two of them sitting around bad-mouthing us. Bad-mouthing her. 

 ΨbƻΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǉǳƛŎƪly, raising a hand, ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘƛƴƎ ƳŜΦ ΨWŀƪŜ ƭƛƪŜǎ ƘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΦΩ 

 Ψ.ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΚ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘΚΩ 

 ΨL ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜǊΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ǳƴŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎ tone. 

 L ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎΦ ΨLǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ Ψ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ know her very well, 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƛǘ ƛǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΦ .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǳǎΦ 

Between any of us.Ω 

 IŜ ǎƘǊǳƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ Ƴȅ ƎŀȊŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ tonightΦ IŜΩǎ 

always been quite emotional, I know that. But our friendship is a loving onŜΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ 

secrets from each other and we like to talk about our feelings. ²ŜΩǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ƎƛǊƭǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 

ǿƘŀǘ WŀƪŜΩǎ ƎƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ L can see how much pain he has bottled up inside 

him. He has so much to give and can never find anyone who wants to accept it. 

 ΨL ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŦƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŜȄƘŀƭƛƴƎ ǎƻ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 

sounds like a deflating balloon. Ψ!ƴŘ L ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳ just to hear me out and not say anything until 

LΩƳ ŘƻƴŜΣ ƻƪΚΩ 

 I sit back and frown. My stomach churns with anxiety. All I can think is ς ƘŜΩǎ ƎŀȅΣ ƘŜΩǎ 

caught something. Even though I hate myself for buying the cliché. Ψ{ƘƻƻǘΣΩ L ǎŀȅ then, and he 

does. 

 

 

 

 I walk towards the bathroom, ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ goΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ Ŝƭse 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ 

there and thinking about all of this, but instead I stand at the sink, my hands on either side of 

the bowl and slowly turn my face up to stare at my reflection. 



 7 

 She doesƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ me. And ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ōŀōȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜ. Love is not 

something she feels for me. She knows how ƛǘ ŦŜŜƭǎΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ƛǘΦ LǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

there in her head. For him. Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ƭƻǾŜ ƘŜǊ. LǘΩǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƛǊǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΦ 

 And this means that I do not have any love in my life ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ 

it for her, I want to feel it pouring over me too, like a waterfall. I want to drown in it. And L ŘƻƴΩǘ. 

I wonder how long we will continue to pretend. I narrow my eyes now and look at my face, as if 

ƛǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΣ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ L ŘƛǎǘǊǳǎǘ ƻǊ ŘŜǎǇƛǎŜΦ {ƻƳŜƻƴŜ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ŀ ŦƛƎƘǘ 

with. I wonder what kind of father I will be and settle on the words a bad one. I should walk 

away. I know I should. LƴǎǘŜŀŘ L Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƴŜΣ tŜǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘǿƻ 

more drinkǎΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ LŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪǎΣ ƘŜ 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƳŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ L ǎƛǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŀƛǎŜ Ƴȅ Řrink and clink it against 

the side of his. 

 Ψ/ƘŜŜǊǎΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ 

 He nods and takes only a sip from his glass now while I take a longer drink. LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ 

drunk. His hands are trembling slightly. We say nothing for a few moments and then he looks at 

me neǊǾƻǳǎƭȅΦ Ψ!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƳŀŘ ŀǘ ƳŜΚΩ ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 

 ΨbƻΣΩ L ǎŀȅ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΣ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΣ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀǎǎǳǊŜ ƘƛƳΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

what he expects me to feel ƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΦ ΨbƻΣ ƻŦ 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƳŀŘ ŀǘ ȅƻǳΦ L ƧǳǎǘΧ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭΦ LΩƳ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƛƴ ǎƘƻŎƪΦ It just 

ŦŜŜƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜΦΩ 

 ΨLǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ΨLΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ ²ŜƭƭΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΦΩ 

 I tƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΦ Ψ¸ƻǳ ǘƻƭŘ WŀƪŜΣΩ L say quietly, kƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ. 

 ΨLŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦΩ 

 I feel almost embarrassed. This is what they were talking about? ΨWƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ǎŀȅΚΩ 

 ΨIŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴŜǿΦΩ 

 L ǎǘŀǊŜ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ ΨIŜ knewΚΩ L ŀǎƪΦ 

 tŜǘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀƳǳǎŜƳŜƴǘ; he laughs aǎ ƛŦ ƘŜΩǎ disgusted with 

himselfΦ ΨIŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦΩ 

 Ψ!ƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳΚΩ L ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳΦ ΨIŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΚΩ 

 IŜ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ Ψ{ƛƴŎŜ L ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ seventeenΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀys. 

 ΨNine ȅŜŀǊǎΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ 

 ΨNine ȅŜŀǊǎΦΩ 
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 ΨWŜǎǳǎΦΩ L ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻƴƎ ŘǊƛƴƪΦ This is bad. This is a thing which is bad. I place my mind 

in the future and I can see that this friendship of ours, this friendship which has lasted for so 

long, might now move into a place where it could ƎŜǘ ƭƻǎǘ ŀƭǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ 

or ŘƻΦ LΩƳ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ L ƭƻǾŜ ƘƛƳΦ .ǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘΦ 

 ΨWhy are you telling me this ƴƻǿΚΩ L ask him. Ψ²Ƙȅ ƴƻǿΣ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ 

that you felt you had to tell me?Ω 

 ΨL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ΨLǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ When I was talking to Jake. LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

ǾŜǊȅ Řƻǿƴ ƭŀǘŜƭȅΦ 9ǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜΧ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊΦΩ 

 Ψ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜǊΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ 

 ΨL ŘƻƴΩǘ dislike ƘŜǊΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƛǘΦ ΨL ƘŀǾŜΧ ǾŜǊȅ ŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎ 

ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƘŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŜǊ fault. You love herΣ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘΦΩ 

 Ψ¸ŜǎΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ 

 Ψ.ǳǘ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ love youΦΩ 

 ΨbƻΦΩ 

 ΨLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ΨL ǿŀǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ WŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƪƴƻǿΧ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘΦ He sort of dragged it out of me. He said I had to dŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΣ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΦΩ 

 ΨBut wƘȅΚΩ L ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ŀƴƎǊȅ ƴƻǿΦ !ƴƎǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ WŀƪŜ ŦƻǊ 

making him tell me. Angry with Pete for telling me at all. Angry with myself for never allowing 

him to tell me before. 

 ΨIŜ ǎŀƛŘ nothing in my life works out because of this. He said my relationships are as 

they are ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘŜŀƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ thisΦ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƛŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳΦΩ 

 L Ƙƛǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ƭƛǇǎΦ ΨTƘŀǘΩǎ such ōǳƭƭǎƘƛǘΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΚΩ 

 ΨBut hŜΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣΩ ǎŀȅǎ tŜǘŜΦ 

 Ψ²ƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛŜΚΩ 

 ΨbƻΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ IŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǎƻ ǳǇǎŜǘ that I want to go over and sit next to him, but I 

ŎŀƴΩǘΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ LΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΚ  

 Ψ¢ƘŜƴ ǿƘŀǘΚΩ 

 ΨIŜΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΦΩ 

 ΨtŜǘŜΣΩ L ǎŀȅΣ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ, struck by the absurdity of this. 

ΨtŜǘŜΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎΧΩ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ L ƪƴƻǿ LΩƳ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ 

Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŎǊŀȊȅΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ Ψ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘΧ not ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΧΩ 

 Ψ¢ƘŜƴ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻƳŜ L ŘƻΚΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 
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 Ψ.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘΦΩ 

 Ψ.ǳǘ L ŘƻΦΩ 

 Ψ.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘΗΩ 

 IŜ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜǎΦ Ψ.ǳǘ L ŘƻΦΩ 

 Ψ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƧǳǎǘΧ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΦΩ 

 ΨLΩǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜƴΦ ΨLŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ L ŦŜŜƭ 

towaǊŘǎ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƳŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ WŀƪŜ ǎŀȅǎ ȅƻǳ 

ƪƴŜǿΦΩ 

 I stare at him. Of course I knew. I always knew. I just hoped ƘŜΩŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ tell me. 

 ΨL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣΩ L ǎŀȅ, growing angry nowΦ Ψ!ƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŀy 

about this.Ω 

 ΨLǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

 ΨhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΦΩ 

 ΨLǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ going to lead anywhere. I justΧ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ 

needed you to know. And now you do. So ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΦΩ 

 I say nothing. He says nothing. We say nothing together for a long time. I want to hug 

him. I want to take him in my arms. !ƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƳ ŀ ŎƻǿŀǊŘΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƘƛƳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ 

 ΨL Řƻ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣΩ L ǎŀȅ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΣ ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ Ψ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚΩ 

 IŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ Ψbƻǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ thing ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƛǎ ƛǘΚΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

 L ǎƘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘ ǎƭƻǿƭȅΦ ΨL ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ƴƻǘΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ ΨLΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦΩ 

 Ψ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎ ƴƻǿΦ ΨLǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ, not yours. 

LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ half my lifeΦ aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ƴƻǿ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ 

ǎŜŎǊŜǘΦΩ 

 ΨaŀȅōŜΧ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣΩ L ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

buy this for a moment. Ψ.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎŜŎǊŜǘΦΩ 

 ΨaŀȅōŜΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪƛƴŘΦ  

 ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΦ IŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǘŎƘ ƘƛƳΦ L Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǎǘ 

thing to say so I keep quiet for now. When he opens his eyes again he leans across the table and 

ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ I can do not to sit back in my chair, to pull away from him, ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘΤ L ǎǘŀȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ L 

am. I owe him that much at least. 
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 ΨWǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΦ ΨLΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀǊ ǎƻ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ƪƴow that I actually askedΦ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƭŘΧΩ IŜ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜǎΣ 

starts to rephrase. 

 ΨNoΣΩ L ǎŀȅ, shaking my headΦ ΨLΧΩ Lǘ ōǊŜŀƪǎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƛǘΦ ΨLΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ tŜǘŜΣ L -Ω 

 ΨLǘΩǎ ƻƪΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪΦ ΨL Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜΦ Once and for all.Ω 

 I sit back too and look at him. And the funny thing is, I love him more than she loves me. 

 

 

 

 ²ƘŜƴ L ƎŜǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƳƛŘƴƛƎƘǘΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ŀǎƭŜŜǇ ōǳǘ ǿŀƪŜǎ ǳǇ ǿƘƛƭŜ LΩƳ taking my 

shoes off and turns the bedside light on. 

 ΨL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΣΩ ǎƘŜ says, her eyes half closed and I stare at her, wondering 

who on earth she thought it might be if not me, the only other person who lives here. Ψ²ƘŀǘΩǎ 

wrongΚΩ ǎƘŜ asks then, seeing the look on my face. She sits up for a moment but must feel the 

baby kick inside her, I think, because she grimaces and lies back down. 

 Ψ{ƻǊǊȅ LΩƳ ƭŀǘŜΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ 

 ΨLǘΩǎ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘΦΩ 

 ΨtŜǘŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪΦΩ 

 {ƘŜ ǎƴƻǊǘǎΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΦ ΨtŜǘŜΧΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŘƛǊǘȅ ǿƻǊŘΦ 

 Ψ¸ŜǎΣ tŜǘŜΣΩ L ǎŀȅΦ Ψaȅ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦΩ 

 Ψ²Ŝƭƭ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΚΩ 

 L ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ ΨIŜΩǎ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΣΩ L ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊΦ 

 ΨDƻŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƎǳȅΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

 ΨLǎƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎΚΩ 

 ΨL ƳŜŀƴǘ DƻŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ Ǝǳȅ ƘŜΩǎ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘΦΩ 

 Ψ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘΚΩ 

 Ψ.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ tŜǘŜΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛƳ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƳŜǘ ƘƛƳ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ ŘƻȊŜƴ 

times in her life. ΨIŜΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōƛƎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƘƻ ƴŜŜŘǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǊŜŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ bƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ 

ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ƻƴ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭΦΩ 

 L ǎǘŀǊŜ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ŀǎ ƛŦ LΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎƭŀǇǇŜŘΦ L Ƙold her gaze and, strong as she is, she holds 

mine too. I pull my tee-shirt off over my head, and then take off my jeans and my boxers. I feel 
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completely asexual and walk over to the chest of drawers, naked, searching for the shorts I like 

to sleep in. 

 Ψ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣΩ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ L ŎƭƛƳō ƛƴǘƻ ōŜŘ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ƘŜǊ. 

 ΨL ƪƴƻǿΣΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΦ 

 ΨwŜŀƭƭȅ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜΣΩ L ŀŘŘΦ 

 She turns off the light and I lie there, staring at the ceiling, at the galaxy of tiny luminous 

stars someone pasted oƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƛƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƻŦŦΦ LŦ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

nine months like Pete has felt towards me for nine ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ L ŘƻƴΩǘ know if I want her to feel 

anything ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ .ǳǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀǎƭŜŜǇ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ, it never takes her long. Her body is rising up and down 

and her breathing is sounding deeply. 

 !ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǿƻǊƪΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƻ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

ǿƻǊƪΦ !ƴŘ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƳŜΦ {ƻƻƴΦ 

 But not yet. 


