WE ALL GET HURT BY LOVE

by John Boyne
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the salt and pepper to the centre and then changing my mind, putting them closer to her side so
that she can reach them without having to ask. | smile when | see her, | come towards her, | kiss
her, | place a hand against her stomach for a moment but she pulls away sharply. 5 2 y SpdD&
starting to show at last. Every day my ties to her grow stronger and every day | know that L Q Y’
losing her a little bit more. SK S R A Ry Q lanythigspgclal when welmét, | know that. But
now sheQstuck withme.{ KS Q& Far8dwii f SR®
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over and pick it up; | bought a coat-stand over the weekend and set it up in the hallway and
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The smell coming through to the living room from the kitchen makes a liar of me
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know the types of food she likes ¢ nothing spicy, nothing pretentious ¢ 6 dziT aKSQa o6SSy K&
mood swings lately, cravings. L (1 Q& K I Wit taicéok for fleg &
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in my direction.
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Y @€ bloody students. | worked my way around the class today, asking each one what
they were reading and they looked at me as if | wanted them to list the security council
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She was sick this morning; nauseous and noisy. ¢ K 1 Qa y2N¥XIf 3> GKS& &l @
reading the books so | know something about it. | tried to hold her hair while she threw up in
the toilet but she pulled away from me and told me to get out and close the door, to just leave
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But not yet.
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sudden mood changes have anything to do with the way the blood traffics through her system.
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The first time | asked her to dance, she used that phrase. L R 2 y (Bkie on¥y Atafted
seeing me because she wanted him to know that she could move on. It was only a couple of

months after he left her. Sheonly 1 SLJi a4SSAy3 YS o6SOlFdzaS aKS (ySég
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loves him. And then this happened, so she stayed with me. Sometimes | wonder what | can do to
make her love me. Leave her, perhaps.
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@Sttt ATSEDdzBNE JodndxNid® down on the phone. Said he needed to
talk to me and it had to be tonight®lQ RARY Qi LI & (22 YdzOK FdGSyldAazy
known for his dramatics.

Yust try not to wake me when you come in,Q  &af63V2 K Sy d@Petelandiaie get
together, you always come back drunk and make a racket® Q
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room and that everything she wants is somewhere else.
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notice that he sits forward slightly and puts a hand to hisstomach- & A ¥ KSQa y2dG FSSft A
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fireplace where we can watch people coming in and out. I nod in his direction but go to the bar
first, ordering two beers because | can see his pint is nearly finished. He must have been here a
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first one, which he raises to his lips and almost drains.
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| guess that he must have come straight from work because his fingernails are still a

little stained with engine oil; they look as if he gave them one quick wash in the garage sink and

left it at that.
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Pete nods and looks over towards the fruit machine, where someone has just struck the
jackpot. | can see flecks of grey in the sidesoF KA & K I A Sidmow ¢Sv@bith aresc Sny (i &
it surprises me that the signs of ageing have become apparent already. | see him too often to
know for sure whether his face is growing older. | wonder whether mine is and whether he
notices such things.
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saying how we should be allowed to do things with each other without the third one feeling left
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that can come between us.
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and he were talking about. | want to know but | can wait. He wants to tell me, | can see it in him.
But not yet.
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up out of a deep sleep and has no idea what either of us are doing there.
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He shrugs and sighs deeply as he takes a long, slow drink and then stares at the glass
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g2N)] 2dzi @ it asy.Kte &nfy Quy he Kveer Really liked, as far as | know, was a book
illustrator called Mike who was horrible to him and made him miserable for a couple of years.
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and his eyes close. When he looks up again, he seems pale and nervous.
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But this is Pete. And he can ask me anything.
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the two of them sitting around bad-mouthing us. Bad-mouthing her.
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Between any of us.Q

'S &A&KNXzZa FyR OFyQi K2fR Y& 3t ltbnghte IRREG 1Y
always been quite emotional, | know that. But our friendship is a lovingonS® 2 S R2y Qi {1 SS
secrets from each other and we like to talk about our feelings.2 SQNB f A1 S | o0dzyOK 27
GKEFEG WF1SQ&a 3IANI F NAc&Sde how mihipain he faikbottle $pside NA I K G & L
him. He has so much to give and can never find anyone who wants to accept it.
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| sit back and frown. My stomach churns with anxiety. All I can thinkiscK SQa 3IF &3> KSQa
caught something. Even though | hate myself for buying the cliché. W{ K 2 2 (ithe® and hea I &

does.
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there and thinking about all of this, but instead | stand at the sink, my hands on either side of

the bowl and slowly turn my face up to stare at my reflection.
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something she feels for me. She knows howA i FSSft az 2F O2dzNES® { KSQa ¢
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And this means that | do not have any love inmylife6 SOl dza S A GQa y2aG Sy 2dz3ak
it for her, | want to feel it pouring over me too, like a waterfall. | want to drown init. AndL  R.2 y Qi
| wonder how long we will continue to pretend. | narrow my eyes now and look at my face, as if
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with. | wonder what kind of father | will be and settle on the words a bad onel should walk
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the side of his.
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He nods and takes only a sip from his glass now while | take alongerdrink. L QR € A1 S G2 ¥FS
drunk. His hands are trembling slightly. We say nothing for a few moments and then he looks at
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| feel almost embarrassed. This is what they were talking about? WK I i RA R KS al @KQ
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in the future and | can see that this friendship of ours, this friendship which has lasted for so
long, might now move into a place whereitcould3 S G f 248G Ff 123SGKSNWD L R2Yy(
orR2® LQY KA& FTNWAYR RO fly@% BKYE (2 R2 F2N 0
Why are you telling me thisy 2 ¢ kR hilh. W2 K& y2¢63 2Kl Q&8 OKKVPAEKR
that you felt you had to tell me?Q
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making him tell me. Angry with Pete for telling me at all. Angry with myself for never allowing
him to tell me before.
Wl S nathing R my life works out because of this. He said my relationships are as
theyared SOl dza S L Q@S thigds ASYNR RKSS fail Ao (2KdzNJ FNASYRAKA L) ¢
L KA&A OKNRIdASGD WA BKRIADQWL al&d WwW2KIFEG R2Sa K
@uthSQa NAIKGZQ alea tSaSo
W2 KIFGX GKFG 2dzNJ FNASYRAKALI Aa | fASKQ
Wh2>Q KS &l @& | dzkh@t] wast to golo®r abdRigndxtito hin® butdzLJa S G
OFryQiliaod 'yR gK& OlyQil LK 2KF{iQa gNRy3d gAliK YSK
WeKSYy 6KI GKQ
Wi SQa NAIKEG dKFG L KIR G2 GStt &2dzoQ
Wt SG4SZQ L al &z f I dz3 KAy, 3truck bigRhR Sogutdidy of th§R € S| YA Y
7]

Wt SGSs 6SQ@S (1y26y SFEOK 2GKSNJ F2NJ FAFGOISSYy &SI Na
WeKAA A& ONJI T BoEIOF (LS NI lefdE Wi reAda O Ay YOIIXXQ
WeK8g B2YS L R2KQ KS aleao



W, dzio leweQin

Y. dzi L R2®Q

W, dzio ey Qi

'S KSaAadlrdSaoe w. dzi L R20Q

W o2dz R2yQG® . 2dZONB 2dzadX &2dz R2y Qi 1y26 6KI

WLQ@S 1y26y @&2dz F2NJ FAFISSYy @&SIFNRIQ KS alea
towaNRa @&2dzZ GKSYy @&2dz R2y Qi 1y2¢ YS |4 Ftfod | 2dz
1yS860Q

| stare at him. Of course | knew. | always knew. | justhoped K S QR tgfl $1€3 S NJ
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| say nothing. He says nothing. We say nothing together for a long time. | want to hug
him. | want to take himinmyarms.! YR L OFy Qi ® . SOFdzaS LQY | O2él N
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thing to say so | keep quiet for now. When he opens his eyes again he leans across the table and
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am. | owe him that much at least.
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starts to rephrase.
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I sit back too and look at him. And the funny thing is, | love him more than she loves me.
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shoes off and turns the bedside light on.
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who on earth she thought it might be if not me, the only other person who lives here. W K I (i Q &
wrongK Q adk&t&en, seeing the look on my face. She sits up for a moment but must feel the
baby kick inside her, | think, because she grimaces and lies back down.
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mine too. | pull my tee-shirt off over my head, and then take off my jeans and my boxers. | feel
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completely asexual and walk over to the chest of drawers, naked, searching for the shorts | like
to sleep in.
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She turns off the light and | lie there, staring at the ceiling, at the galaxy of tiny luminous
stars someone pastedoy G KS OSAftAy3d I WRLEFKIAKSDYFgDGIOFBSt2T1H P
nine months like Pete has felt towards me fornine@ S N& =  { KdBvyf | want Her2to/felii
anythinglh G | € £ @ . dzi 3§ iKnSverdakes$ harfloSySHed bddyt isNiEnt & &nd down
and her breathing is sounding deeply.
'YR GKA& ogoAff YySOSNI 62N}z L GKAYy]l G2 YeasSt F«
G2N)l ®@ ' YR akKSQft fSI@S YSo {22y
But not yet.
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